
Outreach Plan

S T E P  T W O

S T E P  O N E

I N C L U D E D  R E S O U R C E S

R E A D Y  T O  G E T  S TA R T E D ?

Get campers excited 
about the same session 
of CYSC.

• Sample Letter From Pastor
• Sample Pulpit Appeal/Parent Meeting
• Free Promotional Materials (Upon Request)
• Parent Phone Call Script

Contact our Director of Outreach:
Noah Gilchrist
(614) 769-1439
noah@damascus.net

S T E P  F O U R

S T E P  T H R E E

Spread the word with 
the 5 P’s of Promotion.

Consider a Parish 
Sponsorship Code.

Ask for our help!

This outreach guide includes detailed instructions on 
the following pages for these four super easy steps to 
promote camp:

Damascus Catholic Mission Campus
7550 Ramey Road, #9668
Centerburg, Ohio 43011

FOUR STEP

FOR PARISHES & SCHOOLS

FIND IT ONLINE!
This plan and all of our promotional resources can be found at 
cysc.com/promote

!



Outreach Plan

S T E P  O N E

Pick a Parish Week!
As a Parish or School, you can pick a week(s) that you want to promote your youth to 
attend and spread the word! CYSC offers a unique opportunity for young people from 
your parish or school to participate in a faith awakening experience together and bring 
contagious joy back to the parish/school.

There Are Other Weeks, Too!
If you desire, you can just promote CYSC in general and youth can sign up for whatever 
week works best in their schedule! With busy summer schedules, the more options, the 
better!

Damascus Catholic Mission Campus
7550 Ramey Road, #9668
Centerburg, Ohio 43011

1
     Promote the Same Session of CYSC for Your Parish

WE’LL CUSTOMIZE IT FOR YOU!
To customize bulletin announcements and flyers with your parish weeks, 
visit cysc.com/promote.

!
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!
HERE’S WHO TO CONTACT!
To set up a parish sponsorship code, reach out to
Sheila McMahon at sheila@damascus.net.

S T E P  T W O

Let’s get creative! 
What resources can be utilized to help assist your group with the cost of CYSC?

2
Consider a Parish Sponsorship Code

What?
Parish Sponsorship - A 
parish may choose to 
subsidize the cost of 
CYSC for parishioners in 
financial need.  A parish 
code can be distributed by 
the parish for use during 
registration.

Why?
This helps to offset the 
cost for families and 
invest in evangelization 
for your School/Parish. 
Parishes who offer this 
code get FAR more youth 
to register for camp as it 
communicates to parents 
you believe this camp is 
worth an investment.

How?
Contact Sheila McMahon, 
sheilamcmahon@
damascuscampus.com to 
set up a code!
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S T E P  T H R E E

1 Parent Letter from the Pastor
When a Pastor sends a letter/email to all the parents encouraging them to consider 
sending youth to CYSC, it makes a HUGE impact! Use the resources of parish 
representatives (pastor, youth minister, principle, director of religious education) to send 
emails or mail letters to all the parents of current 5th-12th grade students! Let parents 
know about camp!  (Sample letter is attached. Also find it online at cysc.com/promote.)

2 Parish Push
Place a full page insert in the bulletin for multiple weeks and make post-mass 
announcements. Place postcards and posters around the parish!  (Sample bulletin insert 
and post-mass announcement are attached. Also find it online at cysc.com/promote.)

3 Pulpit Pitch
If you have one of our CYSC Missionaries come and speak at the end of masses for 3 
minutes, you will see a LARGE response in registration! No one can sell the mission 
of camp like our missionaries! Schedule with us a Sunday to come and do a pulpit 
pitch, or, have a past camper or parent speak about CYSC at then end of closing mass. 
(Sample pulpit pitch is attached. Also find videos of sample pulpit pitches online at 
cysc.com/promote.)

4 Parent Phone Calls
Parents inviting other parents is the best way to spread the word about camp! If you 
really want to get people talking about camp, ask a few parents to call all the middle 
school parents or high school parents and ask if they’ve heard of camp and share a 
testimony about their child’s experience. (Sample parent script is attached. Also find 
video training for parent calls online at cysc.com/promote.)

5 Principal’s Support
Get the school involved! We can send missionaries to talk to the 5th-8th grade classes 
about camp and have the school email parents and send flyers home in the take-home 
folders.

3
Spread the Word With the 5 P’s of Promotion

!
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
We’ve attached lots of resources to the end of this guide, but you can find
all of them onine, plus helpful videos at cysc.com/promote
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S T E P  F O U R

We’ll Provide the Promo Materials
We are happy to supply you with free promotional materials. Here are a few ideas:

Postcards
Pass them out to students or 
after mass and spread extras 
around your church/school.

Flyers & Bulletins
Insert them in the bulletins or 
send them with students in 
school take home folders.

Media
Promote camp on your website 
and use social media to get 
videos and links out to parents 
and youth! 

Word of Mouth
Organize a team of 3-4 parents of past campers 
who are willing to help recruit new campers by 
talking about CYSC and ask those parents if you 
may share their contact information.

eBlasts
Email the parents of your 5th-12th grade school 
kids and faith formation youth. Email parents 
of middle school and high school youth group 
students. 

Visit Our Resource Page at cysc.com/promote
Visit our website for promotional videos and marketing design templates, including a 
sample eblast and sample social media templates. 

Our Outreach Team is Happy to Help
Visit www.cysc.com or contact our Director of Outreach.

Noah Gilchrist
Director of Outreach
(614) 769-1439
noah@damascus.net

Damascus Catholic Mission Campus
7550 Ramey Road, #9668
Centerburg, Ohio 43011

4
Ask For Our Help



Parents:

I am writing you today to encourage you to prayerfully discern signing your middle and high school children up for Catho-
lic Youth Summer Camp (www.cysc.com). Catholic Youth Summer Camp is a week-long residential camp for middle school 
and high school youth located in Central Ohio. CYSC engages young people into the sacramental life, mission and work 
of the Catholic Church. CYSC was founded in 2001 and this year then will welcome more than 3,700 campers from all 
over the country! 

The activities of Catholic Youth Summer Camp far exceed those of other summer camps, consisting of paintball, high 
ropes, archery tag, “the blob”, rock wall climbing, ziplines, ultimate capture the flag, canoeing, swimming, and much 
more. A day at CYSC is packed full of adventure, allowing campers to step outside of their comfort zones, overcome fears 
and challenges with the help of their peers and counselors, and to experience the joy that comes with life in Christ. Your 
child will grow in confidence and boldness. This is truly a welcome and joy-filled camp experience! 

However, what truly separates Catholic Youth Summer Camp from other camps, and the reason I send you this letter, is 
the extent to which, through the course of one week, the rich tradition of the Catholic Church is explored through activ-
ities, programming, morning prayer, sacred art, service projects, daily mass, daily mysteries of the rosary, adoration, and 
the sacrament of Reconciliation. CYSC’s intentional focus on the faith formation of their campers allows the campers to 
experience the vibrancy of our Catholic faith in a truly life-changing way. 

At the end of the week, campers are encouraged to LIVE THE ADVENTURE, and they are given the tools to take what 
they have learned at camp back into their schools, parishes, youth groups, and families. 
  
The fruit that I have seen come from Catholic Youth Summer Camp, in the spiritual and social development of their camp-
ers, I believe, makes it more than worthy of consideration in your summer plans. I have seen that campers come back into 
their parish and school intent to take on leadership and to build catholic identity. Imagine the strength that could come 
from your son or daughter and his or her group of closest friends experiencing the adventure together. 
 
Currently, Catholic Youth Summer Camp has limited space still available and will sell out soon! The open weeks of camp 
are:

[LIST HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL WEEKS]

While your child may sign up for any week, I thought it would be nice to have all the parish youth experiencing this to-
gether and so we are encouraging the Middle School youth to go to the week of ____________. 
 
Camp costs $495 for a week of food, lodging, and high adventure. Because our parish sees value in Catholic Summer 
Camp and knows that it will help to build that Catholic Identity of our school and parish youth, we are offer a very gen-
erous scholarship of $100 to all parishioners in need of it. While registering, use the promo code _____ to apply for this 
discount.
-  Or  -
Because we understand that finances are tight for many families, if you are in need of assistance, please contact me 
directly.

For more information about camp, or to register, please go to www.cysc.com. If you are going to register, please do so 
soon. There is an option online to pay for camp in monthly installments if that is helpful for you.

In Christ, 
Fr. ilovecamp

!
WHO CAN WE SEND IT TO?
These letters are best if sent to all the parents of incoming 6th-12th graders from the
Pastor, Principle, Director of Youth Ministry, and/or Youth Minister. 

S A M P L E  L E T T E R  F R O M  PA S T O R
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Good morning! I would like to share with you all about an exciting opportunity offered to our 5th-11th grade 
parishioners. This exciting opportunity is a high adventure summer camp known as Catholic Youth Summer 
Camp. 

Now, I know when Middle Schoolers or High Schoolers think of summer, they are often thinking about 
hanging out with friends, sleeping in, playing sports, and having fun.  Catholic Youth Summer Camp adds a 
hardcore dose of adventure to your summer through their high adventure activities including: Paintball, High 
Ropes and Low Ropes Courses, Zip Lines, Rocking Climbing Wall, Canoeing, Water Blobbing, and much 
much more. 

Okay…now it’s time for the parents and grandparents to listen up.

Catholic Youth Summer Camp is a 6-day, overnight summer camp experience that began in our diocese in 
the summer of 2001.  CYSC serves the Diocese of Columbus with the approval of Bishop Campbell.  What 
truly separates CYSC from other camps is the extent to which, through the course of one week, the rich tradi-
tions of the Catholic Church are explored through activities and programming.  

At CYSC, the truths of the Catholic Church are presented in a way that is personal, age-appropriate, and 
understandable for young people.  So, if you have ever wanted your child or grandchild to experience a truly 
powerful and adventure-filled summer camp experience, but at the same time one that is centered on the 
sacraments and on the Catholic Church, this is your chance!  

If your child or grandchild has ever said “Mass is boring” (you’ve never heard that one, right???) or “I don’t 
like Church” or you have to drag them kicking and screaming on Sunday mornings, then this is your chance to 
help them change their perspective by falling in love with their faith.  Each year, at the close of camp, young 
people who come to CYSC for the paintball and jet skis, depart with a more mature and personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ and a deeper appreciation for the Mass and the teachings and truths of our Catholic faith.  
And if your child or grandchild has already embraced the faith and eagerly desires to go deeper, then CYSC 
is the place for them as well…with daily Mass, adoration, confession, and sacred arts.  No matter who the 
child is, they leave Catholic Youth Summer Camp with a new enthusiasm for life and their Catholic faith. They 
leave Catholic Youth Summer Camp ready to live the adventure of life and Catholicism!

For additional information, refer to this week’s bulletin or go to cysc.com.

!
A PERSONAL TESTIMONY IS MORE POWERFUL!
A parent or youth minister can read the script, but we recommend having a Damascus 
Missionary or past camper share a personal testimony as the pulpit pitch instead. If that 
can’t be arranged, find a video of a sample pulpit pitch at cysc.com/promote

S A M P L E  P U L P I T  A P P E A L
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Hi, Mr./Mrs. ilovecamp! 

This is Fr. ilovecamp from St. _________, how are you doing? I was calling today in hopes of sharing with you 
about an amazing opportunity that is transforming the spiritual lives of so many of our youth, Catholic Youth 
Summer Camp. Are you familiar with or have you heard of Catholic Youth Summer Camp (CYSC)?

• IF YES
Great! CYSC has been making such a profound impact in the hearts and lives of our youth since 2001. I am 
always impressed with how approachable, exciting and understandable the truths of the Catholic Church are 
presented to our young people at CYSC and how powerful a week of camp celebrating the adventure of our 
Catholic faith is for all who attend. It is my hope that this year we will have even more kids from our parish 
attend CYSC and share the vibrancy and joy of Christ with our parish family upon returning from a week of 
CYSC. I am so grateful for the way that your family participates and contributes to the life of our church! 
Thank you for being parents that are invested in their kid’s faith formation. CYSC has limited spots remaining 
for their summer program. Do you think you would be interested in signing your child up?

• IF YES
Amazing! Currently, CYSC has limited space available and will sell out soon! The open weeks of camp are:

[LIST HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL WEEKS]

Another option is that if you are interested in signing your child up, getting a group together with other kids 
going from our parish is a great way to build community within our own parish and allow the kids to have 
an amazing week growing in fellowship with one another so that they can come home and continue the 
adventure of growing in faith together! 

• IF NO
I would love to share with you more about the mission of Catholic Youth Summer Camp and the amazing 
faith-immersion experience that is launching young disciples into the world on fire for their Catholic faith. 
Catholic Youth Summer Camp is a week-long, high adventure summer camp experience that serves middle 
and high schoolers entering grades 6 through 12. The activities offered at Catholic Youth Summer Camp 
include: ziplining, paintball, high ropes, water inflatables, rock climbing, and many more. However, what 
truly makes the Catholic Youth Summer Camp stand apart from other camps, and the reason I would love for 
you to consider signing up your kid(s) for camp, is that in the course of just one week, kids’ lives are being 
marked and changed. In just one week, the rich tradition of the Catholic Church is explored and celebrated 
not only through the high adventure activities offered, but through the programming. There is a focus on 
morning prayer, daily Mass, adoration, and the sacrament of Reconciliation. Through the developed spiritual 
formation during a week at Catholic Youth Summer Camp, campers truly experience the fullness of our 
Catholic faith and return home burning with a deeper love for their Catholic faith. If you are interested in 
signing up your kid(s) for a week of Catholic Youth Summer Camp, you can visit https://cysc.com to register! I 
highly encourage you to register soon as spots are going fast, and there is also an option to pay for camp in 
monthly installments if that is helpful to you. 

We would love to chat more with you about Catholic Youth Summer Camp if you have any additional 
questions, so feel free to reach out to me or Damascus as questions come up! You can reach Damascus, 
home of Catholic Youth Summer Camp, at 740-480-1288, or at registration@cysc.com. Thank you so much for 
your time today and may God bless you and your family.

• VOICEMAIL
Hi, Mr./Mrs. ilovecamp! This Fr. ilovecamp calling from St. _______. I would love to connect with you at a time 
convenient for you to share more with you about the Catholic Youth Summer Camp. Catholic Youth Summer 
Camp is an amazing summer camp experience that is helping transform our own parish family through our 
young people coming home on fire for their Catholic faith. I look forward to sharing with you more about this 
incredible opportunity for our young people to be a part of! Feel free to reach me at _(insert pastor’s phone 
number here)_, or Damascus, home of Catholic Youth Summer Camp, at 740-480-1288 to learn more! Thank 
you and have a blessed day! 

S A M P L E  PA R E N T  P H O N E  S C R I P T
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